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Interior.1 The idea came from the general state of unrest in
Europe. In the spring and summer of 1820 revolts had broken out
in Spain and Portugal, and political passions were roused in
discussions for and against a Constitution. Many believed that
'with the multitude the outcry for a Constitution was nothing
more than a vague desire to avoid the necessity for obedience', as
Napoleon's Police Minister, Fouche, wrote to the King of Naples
in 1813.

The fires which were burning in the Spanish peninsula soon
spread to Italy and more particularly to the oppressed kingdom
of Naples and Sicily. Metternich realized that his policy was
threatened by these revolts, and endeavoured to persuade all the
Powers to agree to armed intervention. Gcntz, Metternich's
confidential literary and political secretary, who had long since
given up all his liberal and national ideas and become the
Chancellor's tool, was sent to Munich to influence the King in
favour of Metternich's policy, The King asked him a peculiar
question:

'Do you not think that the Crown Prince of Naples has been
directly concerned in this conspiracy?'

'In what way?' Gentz asked, much astonished. 'I have never
heard the slightest rumour of it.'

'I am quite convinced of it because my son Ludwig, who, as
you know, holds liberal opinions, has spoken far too highly of
him to me.'2

The Bavarian Crown Prince was most definitely opposed to any
military intervention in Italy. He thought it his duty to warn
his sister in Vienna, for he feared that a march on Naples would
be followed by a march on Spain and Portugal: 'What we need is
quietness and peace. A war may set lire to the whole of
Europe . . .' thought the Crown Prince.3

As the Crown Prince did not feel well in the winter, he decided
when autumn came to visit Italy again. The Crown Princess,
who was expecting another child, was not able to accompany him.
Ludwig took a tender farewell of his wife: 'In the whole world,'
he said, 'I know of no one I would prefer to you, no one whom I
would rather have as my wife. You are mine; would that I could
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